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Audie Award Winner, Children's Titles for Ages 8-12, 2014"The Trunchbull" is no match for Matilda!

Matilda is a sweet, exceptional young girl, but her parents think she's just a nuisance. She expects

school to be different but there she has to face Miss Trunchbull, a kid-hating terror of a

headmistress. When Matilda is attacked by the Trunchbull she suddenly discovers she has a

remarkable power with which to fight back. It'll take a superhuman genius to give Miss Trunchbull

what she deserves and Matilda may be just the one to do it!
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Originally published in 1988, "Matilda" was one of the last books author Roald Dahl wrote before his

death in 1990. Most authors as they age become more cynical and dour. Think of the final writings

of Dickens or Twain and how bitter they seemed in their late years. Then look at "Matilda". Here we

have a sweet charming little piece of literature about a girl that is both good and interesting.

Creating characters that you identify intrinsically with is not only difficult but (in children's books)

sometimes near impossible. Reading "Matilda", it becomes clear that Roald Dahl never lost his

touch for creating wonderful original characters and situations.The heroine of this little book also

carries its name. Matilda is incredibly intelligent, even as a small child. Living with her boorish

parents and oblivious brother, she teaches herself to read from the various magazine and

newspapers lying about the house. Her parents are completely indifferent to their only daughter and

it is only by playing small tricks on them when they've been particularly nasty that little Matilda is



able to keep a hold on her sanity. By age five and a half Matilda has read all the children's books in

the library and quite a few of the adult ones as well. On entering school for the first time, our

protagonist comes face to face with a very worthy enemy. The Head Teacher, Miss Trunchbull, is

the worst kind of dangerous violent adult. It is only through Matilda's cleverness that she is able to

come to the aid of her teacher, Miss Honey, and save the school from the Trunchbull's insanity.As I

mentioned before, Matilda is just the nicest kid ever. Intelligent without ever becoming pig-headed.

Nice without becomes precious. She's just a swell child all around.
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